
 

 

Churt Parish Council 
Clerk to the Council         

Mrs Dawn Barrow 

Minutes of the meeting of Churt Parish Council 

held on Wednesday 16 October 2024 

at 7.30 pm. 

Present 

Churt Councillors:  Sally Shorthose, Mike Shorthose, Stephen Wright, Pippa 

Harrison, Myra Johnson, Julian Spence, Lisa Martin, Dominic 

Raeside 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Surrey County Council:   1 - David Harmer  

Waverley Borough Council:  1 - James Staunton (part) 

Clerk to the Council:   Dawn Barrow 

Members of the Public:   3 - Alex Johnson, Val Chadwick, Richard Crombie 

 

24/123 Chairman’s Welcome  

Cllr S Shorthose welcomed all to the meeting and invited the guests to speak.  

Richard Crombie from The Chase confirmed he only became aware of the application relating to  

4 The Chase when it went live on the WBC planning portal. The Chase was built in 1901/2 by 

Harold Faulkner and was converted into 5 freehold properties in 1948. It sits in 27 acres, is not 

a listed building but is subject to restrictive covenants. It lies within an AONB and the Green 

Belt and adjacent to a SSSI. Unclear if the current extension of No 4 The Chase was in place 

before 1968 when the 40% rule came into effect. 

Churt’s Village Design Statement highlights that visual amenity must be taken into account when 

considering planning applications and the scale of the proposed addition at No 4 dwarfs No 5. 

The proposed addition is over bearing in nature and visible from all windows. 

The plans do not meet planning guidelines and as the location of any new windows is unclear,  

other residents are unsure about the perceived loss of light. 

In terms of biodiversity and environmental impact, the planning questionnaire suggests there 

will be not too much impact. However rhododendrons have already been removed and there is a 

bat roost in the garage of No 5. 

There are only 2 ways to access the property and one requires passing through an arch. The 

applicants are proposing to use a narrow, untarmaced drive for construction traffic with no 

turning circle, which can only be used when the weather is dry. There is a badger set on the 

edge of the track plus deer and owls. 

The 27 acres is governed by a Trust and objections cannot be unreasonably withheld. We are 

also aware that restrictive covenants are not a planning consideration. 

 

Cllr David Harmer confirmed he still has some money left in his Member’s Allocation pot. 

Any complaints about pot holes etc should be registered via ‘Fix my Street’ a new reporting 

measure on SCC website but it does only relate to roads. 

Cllr Spence asked who owns hedges and trees? The tree owner is where the roots are and if 

there is an issue with overhanging branches SCC will contact the land owner if the tree is 

overhanging SCC land. 

Telephone companies have the right to insist hedges and trees are cut down to allow the 

installation of fibre etc but who pays?  

Clerk asked if there is a priority list for SCC verge maintenance, do areas of egress onto the 

A287 take priority? 

 



 

James Staunton stated that the dumped white van on Green Lane was reported to WBC on 5 

Oct as ‘fly tipping’. 

The Council Tax contribution from Band H properties is voluntary and goes towards 

homelessness etc. It appears this may not just be levied against Band H in the future. 

 

24/124 Apologies for absence  

Cllrs Munro (WBC) and Morgan. 

 

24/125 Disclosure of Pecuniary and other Interests 

Cllr Spencer confirmed he must stay neutral when discussing planning applications. 

 

Cllr Staunton left the meeting. 

 

24/126 Minutes of the meeting of 17 September 2024  

The Minutes of the  meeting held on 17 September 2024 were AGREED by all. Proposed by Cllr 

M Shorthose, seconded by Cllr Harrison.   

 

24/127 Report of the Clerk to the Council  

1) Completion of clean audit uploaded to website 26 Sept 2024 

2) Insurance renewed wef 30 Sept 2024 

3) Village cheer advertised on website 7 December 11am-1pm 

4) Van abandoned along Green Lane and one broken into on Hale House Lane 

 

 

24/128 Report from the Environment Committee (JS) 

Cllr Spence asked if we should consider having  ‘No Fires’ signs x 2 in Wicket Wood? 

Emergency Plan will form part of November’s agenda. 

Surrey Hills AONB boundary variation project extending into Hampshire. Replies in by 

mid Dec. Will be reviewed at November’s meeting. 

Many of our side roads and verges are overgrown with a lack of refuge points for riders 

and cyclists. Good time now for owners to trim back their hedges and tress as outside 

bird nesting season. 

CHAPS are  keen to engage CHAPS members and the local community in sustainability 

projects and met with Cllrs Johnson and Spence to discuss potential opportunities for 

collaboration with net zero type projects around the village.  

 

24/129 Village strategy 2035 (MS) 

The Church will provide some input. Cllr M Shorthose suggested individual councillors 

should take ownership of approaching different organisations for their feedback. He 

proposes to reconvene the Strategy sub- committee in early November. 

 

24/130 Village centre (PH) 

Spar require a bin outside to collect litter which is getting worse. Clerk to approach 

WBC. Pipasha will mend broken wall. Should we have a Xmas tree on the Green? Cllr 

Harrison will get some costings for hanging baskets. 

 

24/131 Roads and Transport (LM)  

Should we feedback again further to that to the LCWIP 3 years ago? 

Owner of Harolds Hill on Crosswater Lane has paid to have road tarmaced. He is now 

looking at an area of land between his house and the bins. Offering to clear the land but 

we believe it doesn’t belong to him. Need to find out who does own it. Is it SCC Highways 

land? 



 

Hoppa have a grant to take children to sporting events for free. Cllr Martin to contact 

the school, scouts and football club to make them aware. 

   

24/132 Crime and Disorder (DR) 

Attempted hot wiring of truck on Hale House Lane plus the dumped white van on Green 

Lane. Police and Crime Commissioner coming to Waverley on 11 December. 

 

24/133 Financial Matters 

24/133.1 Payments for authorisation – Sept 2024 

Sept’s  accounts were proposed by Cllr M Shorthose, Seconded by Cllr Martin 

and agreed by all. 

 

  24/133.2 Budget Update and Income report – Sept 2024 

Noted. 

 

  24/133.3 To note individual monthly costs in excess of £500 

  16 Sept- Arthur J Gallagher, £2940.36, annual insurance renewal 

  19 Sept – Dawn Barrow -£1533.08, September salary 

 

Clerk to set up a meeting of the finance sub- committee in mid November. 

Proposal by Cllr Martin to move £10000 from Churt PC to RGT account,  

seconded by Cllr S Shorthose and agreed by all. 

   

   

24/134 -To note and comment on current planning applications   

Report circulated in advance of meeting by Cllr Johnson.  

4 The Chase -  (see earlier Minutes) The planning application doubles the footprint and is not 

harmonious with the rest of the building. Lies just within the 400m buffer zone of the SSSI. 

David Munro meeting with the residents later in the week. It was agreed that an objection from 

the Parish Council was appropriate. 

 

Ashby House, Star Hill – Planning approval for garage in 2009. Renovated house and lived in the 

annexe, now applying for continued use of the garage store as ancillary living space. Our view is it 

should not be severed form the main house and used only as ancillary space. 

 

Awaiting new application for 1-4 Crossways Cottages. 

 

Woodbury House, new application submitted lowering the eaves of the stable block. 

 

Podmore – Single storey extension approved. 

 

24/135  Website Update (MJ) 

Cllr Johnson asked for approval to launch the new website at the end of October, the old and new 

websites will be switched over 31 Oct/1 Nov. Proposed by Cllr S Shorthose, seconded by Cllr 

Raeside and agreed by all. 

Cllr Morgan happy to continue as webmaster for now. 

Alex Johnson gave a demonstration of the functionality of the new website.  

Council recorded their thanks to Alex and Myra Johnson for all their hard work building and 

launching the new website. 

 

 

Other matters 



 

Cllr Johnson has asked the school about their traffic watch. Speedcheck on the back burner for 

now. 

There being no other business the meeting of the Churt Parish Council closed at 10.05pm . There 

then followed a meeting of the Churt Recreation Ground Trust (See separate Minutes). 

 

……………………………………………………………. 

Signed:         Date: 

 

Chairman 

The next meetings of the Churt Parish Council and Churt Recreation Ground Trust will be 

held on Wednesday 20 November 2024 at 7.30pm in the Churt pavilion. 


