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2025 is a bit long in the tooth to be wishing everyone a new year, but I do hope 

everyone has a peaceful, healthy and successful year.  There are a few bits on 

which to update everyone in relation to CPC business. 

New Councillor joins the Churt Parish Council 

I am delighted that Roddy Barrow was co-opted onto the CPC at our January 

meeting.  Roddy will be well known to many people as he has lived in Churt for 

some 24 years and is a regular at various events, not least CADS where he is a 

stalwart supporter of wife, Dawn.  We look to benefiting from Roddy’s 

accounting and finance prowess; I am sure he will keep us all in order.  Welcome 

Roddy from all of us!  

Government proposals to introduce new unitary authorities. 

You may have heard that Central Government has reopened the idea of moving 

to a unitary authority to replace the two tier County and District Councils. A 

number of suggestions have been put forward, including the possibility of 

merging part of Surrey with W Sussex. Surrey County Council believe that a 

single unitary body for Surrey would be best, with more powers given to town 

and parish councils who have local knowledge.  Also mooted is an East/West 

Surrey split with two unitary authorities to replace SCC.   

There are of course implications involved in any proposal, arising not least from 

the move from more local entities such as Waverley for matters like planning, 

and the financial consequences of merging councils with radically differing 

 



 

financial position.  Furthermore, while the shape of things to come is being 

determined, it is proposed that forthcoming local elections be deferred for two 

years. 

Do let your local councillors, David Harmer (david.harmer@surreycc.gov.uk) , 

David Munro (David.Munro@waverley.gov.uk), or James Staunton 

(James.Staunton@waverley.gov.uk) (or indeed any of your Churt Councillors) 

know if you have any views on these proposals which you would like to have fed 

through. 

Pavilion upgrade 

We are working with a group led by the Churt Football and Cricket Clubs on a 

significant upgrade to the Pavilion, which is an exciting development for the 

village.  Please take a look at the website 

https://oplaistowe.wixsite.com/churt-pavillion-1 which introduces the project 

and also has a helpful Q&A – do get involved! 

Have your say – Waverley 

You may have received details of this already, but I wanted to highlight the 

WBC’s Consultation Hub which is now open.  If you would like to raise an issue 

from their Climate Action to Public Space Protection Orders, please use this 

link: waverleyboroughcouncil.commonplace.is.   

With very best wishes 

Sally Shorthose, Chair  

sally.shorthose@churt.org 

The next meetings of the Churt Parish Council and Recreation Ground Trust will take 

place in the Pavilion on Wednesday 19 February 2025 at 7.30pm. Anyone is welcome to 

attend, but it is always helpful to know in advance if a presentation is to be made. 
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